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Executive Summary
The 6" October 1976 fact-finding and
witness interviewing committee
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Executive Summary

The 6™ October 1976
fact-finding and

witness interviewing committee

“The 6" October 1976 fact-finding and witness interviewing
committee” finds that on the morning of the 6" October 1976,
the police force of the Thai State committed a political crime
by crushing the student movement at Thammasat University
with weapons of war. The crushing of the student movement
on this occasion was without any legitimate reason. In addition
to this, the police cooperated with right-wing gangsters who
had gathered outside the university to oppose the students.
In doing so, they allowed innocent people to be murdered
in the most barbaric manner at Sanam Luang, opposite the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha and Wat Mahathat.

In coming to this conclusion “The 6" October 1976
fact-finding and witness interviewing committee” studied
evidence from many sources and many points of view.
This evidence was made up of 62 eye-witness reports, evidence
given in court by the police officers, documentation such as
academic books and papers and newspaper reports, and tape
recordings from radio and television stations.

In coming to the decision that the repressive actions
of the state on the 6™ October were without legitimacy
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“The 6™ October 1976 fact-finding and witness interviewing committee”
considered 4 reasons given by the state for crushing the students.
These were:

1. That the students staged a play insulting the Crown Prince

2. That the students assembled an arsenal of weapons inside
the university in order to stage a revolt.

3. That clashes occurred between “patriotic groups” and the
students which the police were unable to contain by any other means
other than to enter the university by force.

4. That the students used the “excessive amount of democracy”
which existed since the 14" October 1973 in order to spread communism
and destroy the nation.

It is the assertion of the “The 6" October 1976 fact-finding and
witness interviewing committee” that none of these 4 reasons carry
any weight or supporting evidence (details can be read in Chapter 3).
As a result of these conclusions about the 6" October 1976 bloodbath
“The 6" October 1976 fact-finding and witness interviewing committee”
leaves a number of questions and tasks for all Thai citizens concerning
this state crime. We cannot answer these questions nor deal with
these problems on behalf of society as a whole, but we can point out
the options. Thai society must collectively decide which leaders should
take responsibility for this crime and the form in which this responsibility
should be taken. Thai society must decide whether or not to hold a Truth
Commission, along international standards. Finally Thai society must
decide how to deal with the many forms of damage and injury resulting
from the bloodbath of 6" October 1976. (Some options are detailed at
the end of Chapter 3 and in Chapter 5).

Before coming to any conclusion regarding the bloodbath of
6" October 1976, the reader should study the wider picture of historical
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events which lead to that morning, because the 6" October did not
simply arise from any one individuals wickedness or bloodlust. (Details
can be studied in the literature review chapter and Chapter 2).

The work and duties of “The 6™ October 1976 fact-finding and
witness interviewing committee”, concerning the bloodstained history
of 6" October, have now come to an end. From this point on, it is the
duty of all Thai citizens to open their eyes and ears and begin to draw
lessons from this crime in order to restore human dignity and civilisation
to Thai society.

The 6t October 1976 fact-finding and
witness interviewing committee
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